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EDWARD THOMAS (1878-1917): THE CENTENARY CONFERENCE  
 

 

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ORGANISED BY ADRIAN GRAFE, TEXTE ET CULTURES EA 4028, 

UNIVERSITÉ D’ARTOIS, “TRANSLITTERAIRES”, AND ANDREW MCKEOWN, FORELL EA 3816, 

UNIVERSITÉ DE POITIERS   

 
BORN IN LAMBETH ON 3 MARCH 1878, PHILIP EDWARD THOMAS WAS KILLED BY A 

SHELL AT THE BATTLE OF ARRAS ON 9 APRIL 1917 AND IS BURIED AT NEARBY AGNY. 

SINCE THEN HE HAS GRADUALLY BECOME ONE OF THE MOST HIGHLY REGARDED 

ENGLISH POETS OF THE LAST HUNDRED YEARS, LOVED BY FELLOW WRITERS AND 

THE GENERAL PUBLIC ALIKE. THE CENTENARY OF THE POET’S DEATH AFFORDS AN 

IDEAL OPPORTUNITY TO REVISIT THOMAS AND HIS WORK. 

THE UNIVERSITÉ D’ARTOIS IN ARRAS, IN COLLABORATION WITH POITIERS 

UNIVERSITY, HAS BROUGHT TOGETHER A HIGHLY DISTINGUISHED GROUP OF 

SCHOLARS, ARTISTS AND POETS, IN ORDER TO PAY TRIBUTE TO EDWARD THOMAS 

ON THE CENTENARY DATE OF THE POET’S DEATH ALMOST EXACTLY TO THE DAY, AS 

THE TOWN, THE REGION – AND THE UNIVERSITÉ D’ARTOIS – COMMEMORATE THE 

BATTLE. 

 

THURSDAY 6TH APRIL 2017 
 

MORNING 

 

09.15-09.30 ANNE-GAËLLE WEBER, DIRECTOR, TEXTES ET CULTURES RESEARCH LAB : 

WELCOME 

 

ANDREW MCKEOWN (UNIVERSITÉ DE POITIERS) EDWARD THOMAS: STANDPOINTS 

 

ADRIAN GRAFE (UNIVERSITÉ D’ARTOIS) FEMININE INFLUENCE 

 

COFFEE BREAK 

 

11.00   

 

PHILIP LANCASTER (UNIVERSITÉ D’EXETER) ‘THE IMPOSSIBILITY OF SERENITY’: IVOR GURNEY 

& EDWARD THOMAS 

 

11.45-12.30 A LA BIBLIOTHEQUE UNIVERSITAIRE / AT THE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 

EXPOSITION: EDWARD THOMAS 1878-1917, ET LA BATAILLE D’ARRAS / EXHIBITION: 

EDWARD THOMAS 1878-1917, AND THE BATTLE OF ARRAS :  

VERNISSAGE ET OUVERTURE DE L’EXPOSITION : M. LE PROFESSEUR PASQUALE MAMMONE, 

PRESIDENT DE L’UNIVERSITE D’ARTOIS, AVEC LES BIBLIOTHECAIRES ET CONSERVATEURS, 

POEMES LU PAR DERYN REES-JONES ET RALPH PITE /  /EXHIBITION OPENING BY PROFESSOR 

PASQUALE MAMMONE, PRESIDENT, UNIVERSITÉ D’ARTOIS, WITH THE LIBRARIANS AND 

CONSERVATORS, POEMS READ BY DERYN REES-JONES AND RALPH PITE. 

 

12.30 LUNCH ON CAMPUS 



THURSDAY 6TH APRIL 2017 
 

AFTERNOON 

 

14.15    

 

RALPH PITE (UNIVERSITÉ DE BRISTOL) THOMAS AND FROST 

 

IAN BRINTON (ÉCRIVAIN, CHERCHEUR INDÉPENDANT / WRITER, INDEPENDENT RESEARCHER) 

THOMAS AND NYMPHOLEPSY 

 

TEA BREAK 

 

15.30    

 

MARIO MURGIA (NATIONAL AUTONOMOUS UNIVERSITY OF MEXICO) ‘A SONGLESS PLOVER’: 

THE DELAYED ARRIVAL OF EDWARD THOMAS IN THE SPANISH-SPEAKING WORLD 

 

DERYN REES-JONES (UNIVERSITÉ DE LIVERPOOL) AND CHARLOTTE HODES (UNIVERSITÉ DE 

LONDRES) ‘AND YOU, HELEN’: FILM-POEM. IN CONVERSATION WITH ISABELLE GADOIN 

(FORELL, UNIVERSITÉ DE POITIERS).  

 

CONFERENCE DINNER IN ARRAS 

 

 

 

 

--- 

 

 

 

FRIDAY APRIL 7TH, 2017  
 

MORNING 

 

9.00 EMILIE LORIAUX (UNIVERSITÉ D’ARTOIS) EDWARD THOMAS AND THOMAS HARDY 

 

HELEN GOETHALS (UNIVERSITÉ DE TOULOUSE 2) ‘FORMAL, INFORMAL’: DEREK WALCOTT'S 

"HOMAGE TO EDWARD THOMAS" (1969) 

 

WILLIAM WOOTTEN (UNIVERSITÉ DE BRISTOL)  ‘A RICHER OPPORTUNITY’:  WALTER DE LA 

MARE’S PRESENTATIONS OF EDWARD THOMAS  

 

COFFEE BREAK 

 

11.00-12.00 JEAN MOORCROFT WILSON : EDWARD THOMAS 1878-1917 

   

12.00 LUNCH ON CAMPUS – CONFERENCE ENDS 
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